
 
Guidelines—CERB RURAL INFRASTRUCTURE PROGRAM 
 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 

• Builds on Traditional Program 
• Enabling legislation approved in 1991 
• Targeted to rural, timber and salmon impacted areas only (see 

following tables) 
 

NEED 
 

• State’s response to high unemployment levels as result of timber 
industry downturn; salmon added in 1995, rural counties in 2000. 

• Direct financial resources, in the form of public infrastructure, to 
foster economic development in disadvantaged areas of the state 

• Stimulate private capital investment and job creation opportunities 
for the general welfare of the state 

 
CITATION/REFERENCE 
 

43.160.200 RCW 

PURPOSE 
 

• Allows for rural communities to construct foundation public 
infrastructure from which to attract manufacturing sector and 
tourism industries 

• Allows CERB to fund high priority prospective development 
construction projects (“bird-in-bush”) 

• Prospective development projects must demonstrate economic 
feasibility thresholds—likelihood to attract private business 
investment, job creation outcomes, etc. 

• Primarily loan program; grants available in unique circumstances 
• Requires a minimum of 75% of total program funds invested in rural 

counties or rural natural resource areas. 

APPLICANTS 
 

• Counties 
• Cities/Towns 
• Port Districts 
• Special Purpose Districts (e.g., Public Utility Districts) 
• Municipal Corporations/Quasi-Municipal Corporations providing for 

economic development purposes, e.g., Public Development 
Authorities. 

 
BUSINESS TYPES 
 

• Manufacturing 
• Production 
• Food Processing 
• Assembly 
• Warehousing 
• Industrial Distribution 
• Advanced Technology 
• Research and Development 
• Recycling Facilities 
• Businesses that substantially support the trading of goods and 

services outside of the state’s borders 
• Tourism Development (e.g., hotel/motel businesses) 
 



ACTIVITIES & COSTS 
 

Eligible Public Facilities: 
• Bridges 
• Roads 
• Domestic & Industrial Water 
• Sanitary & Storm Sewer 
• Railroad Spurs 
• Electricity 
• Natural Gas 
• General Purpose Industrial Buildings 
• Port Facilities 
• Tourism Development 
 

GRANT/LOAN LIMITS 
 

• Statute, Per Project—Up to $500,000 for industrial construction 
projects 

• Statute, Per Project—Up to $250,000 for tourism construction 
projects 

• Board Policy, Grant—80% of the CERB request or $500,000, which 
ever is less (2000-03 policy pending) 

 
MATCH • Board Policy—25% of the CERB request as a target.  Can be local 

government cash, cash contributed on behalf of the local 
government, or in-kind, e.g., public land purchase, etc. 

      (2000-03 policy pending) 
 

FINANCE TERMS • Maximum 20-year repayment, includes deferral period 
• Deferral of principal and interest for up to 5-years 
• Interest rates match the most current rate of Washington State 

bonds but do not exceed 6 percent 
 
Applicants are encouraged to review the CERB Policy document for more complete    
information. 
 
A community with a potential CERB project is encouraged to contact CEAC/CERB staff to 
discuss the project to evaluate if CERB thresholds are met prior to submitting an 
application. 



 
 
 

 

COMMUNITY ECONOMIC REVITALIZATION BOARD 
 
 
 
RURAL COUNTY & RURAL NATURAL RESOURCES PROGRAM 
 
The CERB Rural Natural Resources/Rural Counties Program is for communities in designated timber or 
commercial salmon harvesting impacted areas and rural counties.  CERB provides loans or, in unique 
circumstances, grants for new infrastructure projects to support potential industrial or tourism projects, 
and improve economic development and diversification projects.   
 
Eligible applicants are counties, cities, towns, special purpose districts (e.g., PUDs), port districts, and 
municipal corporations and quasi-municipal corporations providing for economic development purposes 
within the designated Rural Natural Resource and Rural Counties.  (See following tables.) 
 
A maximum of $1,000,000 can be loaned for infrastructure projects to support industrial development; for 
tourism projects, a maximum of $250,000 is available.  A local match of at least 25 percent of the total 
CERB request is targeted.  All projects must be part of an economic development plan consistent with 
state planning requirements and must demonstrate strong community support. 
 
A maximum grant of $50,000 is available to assist communities analyze the feasibility of economic 
diversification projects or assist with pre-development planning.  The feasibility and planning grants must 
demonstrate local match. 
 
CERB meetings are scheduled six times a year to consider finance assistance requests.  The application 
process, which includes a site visit by CERB staff, must be completed at least 45 days prior to the 
meeting at which the request is to be considered.  This is to allow adequate time for staff and board 
review.  A schedule of meeting dates and application deadlines is available upon request. 
 
For further information on the CERB program, please contact:   
 
Kate Engle Rothschild 
CERB Program Manager 
Washington State Office of Trade and Economic Development 
(360) 725-4058 or e-mail at KateR@cted.wa.gov. 
 
OTED is located at 128 10th Avenue SW, PO Box 42525, Olympia, WA  98504-2525. 

mailto:KateR@cted.wa.gov


 
RURAL COUNTIES 

Less than 100 persons per square mile 
Ordered by Density 

 1996 Population Land area sq mi Density per sq mi 
King 1,665,800 2,126 783.54 
Kitsap 229,000 396 578.28 
Clark 328,000 628 522.29 
Pierce 686,800 1,676 409.79 
Island 72,500 209 346.89 
Snohomish 586,100 2,090 280.43 
Thurston 199,700 727 232.94 
Spokane 410,900 1,764 232.94 

Less than 100 persons per square mile 
 1996 Population Land area sq mi Density per sq mi 
Cowlitz 93,100 1,139 81.74 
Benton 137,500 1,703 80.74 
Whatcom 157,500 2,120 74.29 
San Juan 12,600 175 72.00 

Less than 60 persons per square mile 
 1996 Population Land area sq mi Density per sq mi 
Skagit 98,700 1,735 56.89 
Mason 48,300 961 50.26 
Yakima 210,500 4,296 49.00 
Walla Walla 54,600 1,271 42.96 
Clallam 66,700 1,745 38.22 
Franklin 44,400 1,242 35.75 
Grays Harbor 67,900 1,917 35.42 
Asotin 20,000 636 31.45 
Lewis 68,600 2,408 28.49 
Grant 69,400 2,676 25.93 
Pacific 21,500 975 22.05 
Chelan 62,600 2,922 21.42 
Whitman 41,400 2,159 19.18 
Douglas 31,400 2,159 17.24 
Stevens 37,600 2,478 15.17 
Wahkiakum 3,900 264 14.77 
Jefferson 26,500 1,809 14.65 
Kittitas 31,400 2,297 13.67 
Klickitat 19,100 1,873 10.20 
Adams 15,900 1,925 8.26 
Pend Oreille 11,200 1,401 7.99 
Okanogan 38,400 5,268 7.29 
Skamania 9,900 1,657 5.97 
Columbia 4,200 869 4.83 
Lincoln 10,000 2,311 4.33 
Garfield 2,400 711 3.38 
Ferry 7,300 2,204 3.31 
    
Source:  Office of Financial Management 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Rural Natural Resource Areas 
(Timber and Salmon Impact Areas) 

 
Clallam 

Columbia 
Cowlitz 
Ferry 

Grays Harbor 
Grant 

Jefferson 
Kittitas 

Klickitat 
Lewis 
Mason 

Okanogan 
Pacific 

Pend Oreille 
Pierce (rural) 

Skagit 
Skamania 

Snohomish (rural) 
Stevens 

Wahkiakum 
Whatcom (rural) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Eligible Zip Codes for Rural Natural Resource Areas  
in Metropolitan Counties 

 
2SHB 1201 was passed during the 1997 legislative session creating rural timber and 
salmon impact areas.  The following rural zip codes in the metropolitan counties of 
Pierce, Snohomish and Whatcom are considered timber and salmon impacted. 
Pierce County 

98022 Enumclaw (Pierce County part) 
98304 Ashford 
98321 Buckley 
98323 Carbonado 
98328 Eatonville 
98330 Elbe 
98348 La Grande 
98360 Orting 
98385 South Prairie 
98396 Wilkeson 
98397 Longmire 
98398 Paradise 
98558 McKenna 
98580 Roy 

Snohomish County  
98223 Arlington 
98241 Darrington 
98251 Gold Bar 
98252 Granite Falls 
98256 Index 
98259 Lakewood 
98272 Monroe 
98287 Silvana 
98290 Snohomish 
98292 Stanwood (Snohomish County part) 
98293 Startup 
98294 Sultan 

Whatcom County 
98220 Acme 
98230 Blaine 
98240 Custer 
98244 Deming 
98247 Everson 
98283 Rockport (Whatcom County part) 
98264 Lynden 
98266 Maple Falls 
98276 Nooksack 
98281 Point Roberts 
98295 Sumas 
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